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SUB J : MOSCOW JEWS EXPRESS CONCERN ABOUT WAR DURING HOLIDAY 
CELEBRATION 

1. LARGE CROWD OF JEWS GATHERED AT MOSCOW'S CENTRAL SYNAGOGUE 
OCTOBER 18 TO CELEBRATE HOLIDAY OF SIMCHAT TORAH (REJOICING OF 
THE LAW). MILITIA ACTED EVEN MORE CAUTIOUSLY THAN ON RECENT NEW 
YEARS AND DAY OF ATONEMENT HOLIDAYS. ALTHOUGH THE USUAL CROWD 
CONTROL TECHNIQUES WERE USED. NUMBER OF POLICE WAS SMALLER AND 
GROUPS WERE ALLOWED TO SING AND DANCE ON SYNAGOGUE STEPS AND NEAR 
STREET FOR LENGTHY PERIOD AFTER END OF FORMAL RELIGIOUS SERVICES. 

2. EMBOFFS PRESENT NOTED LARGER NUMBER OF YOUNG JEWS PRESENT 
THAN NORMAL, AND WERE IMPRESSED BY THE RATHER OPENLY EXPRESSED 
SENSE OF SOLIDARITY WITH ISRAEL AMONG THEM. CONCERN WITH COURSE 
OF WAR WAS EVIDENT, AND EMBOFFS WERE QUERIED REPEATEDLY FOR 
LATEST DEVELOPMENTS. MOST FREQUENT QUESTIONS ASKED CONCERNED 
REASONS FOR U.S. "DELAY" IN SUPPLYING AID TO ISRAEL, AND LEVEL 

OF SOPHISTICATION OF WEAPONRY NOW BEING SENT. MANY SEEMED TO HAVE 
GOOD KNOWLEDGE OF GENERAL SITUATION AND U.S. EFFORTS GLEANED 
FROM VOA AND OTHER WESTERN RADIO BROADCASTS. 
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